
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 22 June 2021] 

 p1738c-1739a 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan; Hon Peter Collier 

 [1] 

ASIAN RENEWABLE ENERGY HUB 

Statement by Minister for Hydrogen Industry 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Hydrogen Industry) [2.13 pm]: Our government 
is very concerned and perplexed by the premature rejection of the expanded Asian Renewable Energy Hub project 
proposal. The project is a globally scaled wind and solar renewable energy project 220 kilometres north of Port Hedland, 
with the potential to transform the Pilbara economy and to set a path to decarbonisation. In October 2020, the project 
received state government environmental approvals for the first 15-gigawatt stage. The federal government granted 
it major project status late last year and, on 16 December 2020, conditionally approved the first stage under the 
commonwealth’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. On receiving environmental 
approvals for stage 1, the project proponents made submissions for an expanded 26-gigawatt second stage to the 
Western Australian Environmental Protection Authority. 

Key revisions from the original project include the addition of downstream processing facilities utilising seawater 
and renewable power to produce green hydrogen and ammonia; the building of desalination plant intake and 
discharge pipelines; ammonia production export pipelines and load out, which will extend into commonwealth waters 
approximately 20 kilometres offshore; replacing fly-in fly-out or drive-in drive-out construction and operation 
workforce models with the construction of a new town. 

In May 2021, the public consultation period commenced for the expanded second stage of the project under the 
commonwealth EPBC act. This referral was made with the understanding that the state environmental assessment 
was already underway at the level of public environmental review. Last week, the federal Minister for the Environment 
made a determination that the revised proposal was “clearly unacceptable”. Acknowledging that the expanded 
project has more complex environmental considerations that will need to be worked through, this decision at such 
an early stage is perplexing. The decision appears to have occurred with no meaningful engagement by the federal 
government with either the proponent or the state. Typically, with complex projects, the federal government would 
work closely with the proponent and the relevant state government agencies to identify issues of concern and 
attempt to resolve potential environmental impacts before making a final ruling. This does not appear to have 
occurred on this occasion and the project has been summarily rejected. 

The federal ruling was made just one month after the referral of the project was made. By contrast, the initial Adani 
coalmine approval was worked on for four years. The rapid rejection of this project sends the wrong messages about 
Australia as a leader in the emerging renewable hydrogen industry, and has potentially far-reaching implications 
for proponents considering investing in hydrogen in Australia. This project has the potential to show just how we 
can transition away from fossil fuels towards green energy generation. I urge the federal government to work 
constructively with the proponent to work through any issues of concern. 

Point of Order 

Hon PETER COLLIER: President, I was just listening to that ministerial statement. I refer you to standing 
order 103(2), which states — 

A statement must impart factual information relating to public affairs, and must not contain debateable 
matter other than matter that is inherent in the content of the statement. 

President, that statement most definitely contained debatable material. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am taking advice and I would welcome that advice being taken in silence. 

I was listening intently to the minister’s statement and I considered that although it was not within the usual language 
of some other ministers—it was unique to that minister—it contained factual information and opinion and expressed 
disappointment. All those—disappointment and opinion—I do not consider in the context of this statement to be 
debatable. There is no point of order. 
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